
  

 

 

 

Subject: Call for the inclusion of Cabinda in the list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

Due to the 1883 French invasion and occupation of a huge part of the territory of Cabinda, which now 

belongs to the Republic of the Congo, and French continued threats1 to occupy the remaining territory, 

i.e. the existing one, on 1st February 1885 the people of Cabinda signed with Portugal an international 

protectorate treaty, aka Treaty of Simulambuco, to protect themselves and their motherland. Said treaty 

received attention and ratification at the 1884-1885 Berlin Conference, of which the ensuing nations were 

the protagonists: “United States of America, Great Britain, France, Russia, Germany, Portugal, Netherlands, 

Belgium, Denmark, Italy, Austrian-Hungary, Sweden, Spain and Turkey.” 

 

In the aftermath of WWII, the brutality of the Portuguese government, in response to the request by the 

people of Cabinda to regain their political sovereignty, forced hundreds of thousands of Cabindans into 

exile in the two neighboring countries, DRC [then Belgium Congo] and the Republic of the Congo [then 

French Congo]. In the mid-1950s, the exiles instituted the “Movement for the Liberation of the Enclave of 

Cabinda (MLEC)” under the leadership of Mr. Luís Ranque Franque.  

 

Shortly after the Belgium and French Congo attained independence in 1960, the heads of State of these 

sovereign countries, i.e. Joseph Kasavubu and Fulbert Youlou respectively, seeing that the disagreement 

between Portugal and Cabinda was/is of the nature referred to in Article 34 of the UN Charter, undertook 

to bring said dispute to the attention of the UN General Assembly, in pursuance of the provisions of Article 

35 of the UN Charter. As a result, on 20 November 1962, Mr. Luís Ranque Franque was heard as a petitioner 

by the Fourth Committee2, in line with the point 5 of the GA Resolution 1699 (XVI) of 19 December 1961. 

                                                           
1 See the British newspaper “The Economist” of 18 October 1884 (Cabinda, aka Portuguese Congo). 
2 Doc. of the 17th Session of the UN General Assembly—4th Committee A/C. 4/SR 1391 of 20 November 1962, & 

Annexes, Agenda item 54, documents A/5160 and add. 1 and 2. 

Berlin, 12 April 2021 

 

 

To H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile 

Chair of the Special Political and Decolonization (4th Committee) 
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154 East 46th Street, New York, N.Y. 10017  

United States of America 
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In response to Mr. Franque’s petition, the General Assembly adopted the following Resolutions: 1807 (XVII), 

1808 (XVII) and 1809 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, as well as 1810 (XVII) of 17 December 1962. For its part, 

the Security Council, by means of its Resolution 180 (1963) of 31st July 1963 [S/5380], called upon Portugal 

to implement the immediate recognition of the right of the peoples of the Territories under its administra-

tion to self-determination and independence, and the granting of independence immediately thereafter 

to all the Territories under its administration in accordance with the aspirations of the peoples. Later on, 

the General Assembly adopted, on 26 October 1966, the Resolution 2144 (XXI).  

 

Consistent with the abovementioned General Assembly and Security Council Resolutions, Cabinda, one 

of once defined as “Portuguese overseas provinces,” is a UN-recognized colonial Country and People, in 

the light of the UNGA Resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960. In 

other words, Cabinda is a Non-Self-Governing Territory within the meaning of Chapter XI of the Charter of 

the United Nations.  

 

French resolve to wipe Cabinda from the map of Africa 

 

While France has ostensibly assumed the role of fostering movements for Cabindan independence, its 

actions have historically frustrated the aims of those movements and have promoted their internal frag-

mentation. To prevent systematically the people of Cabinda from obtaining the recognition of their right 

to self-determination and independence, France habitually undermines the activities of Cabindan inde-

pendence movements that straightforwardly seek their declared aims and persecutes the key leaders of 

these movements.  

 

Apart from the 1885 Protectorate Treaty between Cabinda and Portugal, which reduced French threats 

to occupy Cabinda militarily, France’s enmity against Cabinda’s right to self-determination and indepen-

dence derives from its long-standing imperialistic rivalry with Germany. The latter’s quest for a noteworthy 

sphere of influence in Africa, with Cabinda in mind, dates back to the 19th century3. Ever since then, this 

particular interest, considered to be a “terrifying dream,” has prompted France to make every endeavor 

to have it obstructed.   

 

The UNGA Resolution 1542 (XV) of 15 December 1960, in its paragraph 1(e), entails a plotted legal-political 

attack on Cabinda’s territorial integrity and national sovereignty, as it includes the territory of Cabinda in 

that of Angola. This inclusion was all the more calculated as the preamble of the Resolution at issue recalls 

that, in the early 1950s, differences of views have arisen among UN Member States concerning the status 

of certain territories under the administration of Portugal described by the Portuguese authorities as “over-

seas provinces” of the metropolitan State.  

 

Aware of its international responsibility to maintain the integrity of the territory of Cabinda, under the terms 

of the Treaty of Simulambuco, and seeing that the Resolution 1542 (XV) was jeopardizing the legal status 

of Cabinda, Portugal decided to comply with the Chapter XI of the UN Charter, by putting its Constitution, 

then in force (1933-1976), at the disposal of the United Nations. This was done in 1965 through Mr. Amos J. 

Peaslee’s “Constitutions of Nations,” the first ever compilation of the Constitutions of the States of the 

world put at the United Nations’ disposal. The compliance of Portugal with Chapter XI was not only meant 

to draw the attention of the United Nations to Cabinda’s distinct legal status in the Portuguese National 

Constitution, but also to enable the UN Secretary General to deter any further offensive against Cabinda’s 

territorial integrity and national sovereignty within the UN system. Following the compliance of Portugal 

with Chapter XI, the UN General Assembly adopted its Resolution 2144 (XXI) of 26 October 1966, in which 

the legal-political status of Cabinda cannot be confused with that of Angola. 

                                                           
3 See Pierre Renouvin, Histoire des Relations Internationales, Tome VI: Le XIXe Siècle, 2ème Partie: De 1871 à 1914, 

l’Apogée de l’Europe, Chapter V ― Le Choc des Impérialismes Coloniaux, Paris Hachette, 1953, pp. 79, 90-91, 284, 

288-290.  
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Disruption of the decolonization process of Cabinda 

 

In the aftermath of the Portuguese "Revolução dos Cravos" (Carnation Revolution), which started on 25 

April 1974, in Lisbon, and overthrew the Salazar regime called “Estado Novo” (New State), the new Portu-

guese head of State, General António de Spínola, undertook to ensure that the “overseas provinces” we-

re granted self-determination and independence. Of all representatives of national liberation movements 

from the Portuguese “overseas provinces,” Mr. Luís Ranque Franque, then president of FLEC (Front for the 

Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda), was the first invited by President Spínola, on 15 September 1974, 

for an agreement on de jure recognition by Portugal of the inalienable right of the people of Cabinda to 

self-determination and independence.  

 

The meeting between the President of Portugal and Mr. Ranque Franque did not take place, as the latter, 

exile in Zaïre (now DRC), was prevented by Zaïre’s dictator Mobutu Sese Seko from going to Sal Island, in 

Cape Verde, to meet with President Spínola of Portugal. Mobutu, a suspected CIA agent, went to Cape 

Verde to meet with his Portuguese counterpart in the place of the leader of Cabinda. At the encounter, 

Mobutu discouraged the Portuguese from seeking further negotiations with Cabindans, stating he had a 

document signed by Henriques Tiago Nzita (then vice-president of FLEC and a French secret agent since 

the early 1960s), which defined Cabinda as an integral part of Zaïre4. This is how the decolonization pro-

cess of Cabinda was sabotaged by corrupt African leaders who acted on the orders of their respective 

Western imperialist masters. 

 

President Spínola’s tenacity in trying to assume his international legal and moral obligations regarding the 

right of the people of Cabinda to achieve and sustain self-determination, self-defense, and self-respect 

forced both imperialists and neocolonialists to label him as a danger to “Western interests.” As a result, his 

respect for democratic and moral values cost him his presidential seat on 28 September 1974, the day he 

was removed from office. He had to be thrown out, in order to pave the way for Dr. Mário Soares’s and 

Admiral Rosa Coutinho’s access to Portugal’s high political realm so they could implement the evil policies 

that had to lead to the disastrous situation we are in today. 

 

Under the new Portuguese head of State, General Costa Gomes, Dr. Mário Soares became minister for 

the overseas negotiations, charged with the responsibility of supervising the decolonization process of 

Portugal’s “overseas territories.” On 28 October 1974, Álvaro Cunhal, then leader of the Portuguese Com-

munist Party, who insinuated that Mobutu was acting under the instruction of the CIA (United States), went 

on a business trip to Moscow, looking for a Soviet helping hand. On 15 January 1975, the Angolan libera-

tion movements (FNLA, MPLA, UNITA) were invited to Alvor (Portugal) for a deal on de jure recognition by 

Portugal of the right of the Angolan people to self-determination and independence.  

  

Subsequently, Mário Soares, minister of overseas negotiations charged with organizing the independence 

of Portugal’s overseas colonies, also became prime minister of Portugal (1976-1978/1983-1985), and then 

President of Portugal (1986-1996). We cannot help mentioning, as a matter of interest, that Mário Soares 

was a refugee in France from 1970 through 1974. Article 3 of the Alvor agreement declared Cabinda as 

“an integral and inalienable part of the Angolan territory,” although the people of Cabinda had no input 

on said arrangement. A few months later, under strong pressure from the Organization of African Unity 

(OAU), the Portuguese government unilaterally revoked the Alvor agreement by Decree-Law (“Decreto-

Lei”) 458-A/75 of 22 August 1975.  

 

At the US National Security Council Meeting on Angola, on 27 June 1975, President Ford [Gerald] asked 

the Director of CIA William Colby whether “Cabinda was a part of the Portuguese territories” and he got 

a “yes” as a response. It transpires from the meeting that the Secretary of State Henry Kissinger had a 

preference for Neto [Agostinho / then president of the MPLA], saying: “If Neto can get Luanda, and drive 

the others out, he will have a power base, and gradually gain support of other Africans.” For his part, the 

                                                           
4 See Courrier d'Airique, 24-25 June 1962; 29 August 1962; 22 October 1962; and 1-2 November 1962; see also 

L'Homme Nouveau, No. 143, of 7 October 1962. 

http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/118161
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Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger suggested that “Cabinda in the clutches of Mobutu would mean 

far greater security of the petroleum resources.” 

 

In an interview with the Portuguese newspaper “O Diabo” on 13 December 2005, Oswald Le Winter, a 

former CIA agent in Europe, not only assured his interviewer that there are weapons of mass destruction 

in the Azores (Portugal), but also claimed that Dr. Mário Soares, who later on became prime minister (1976-

1978/1983-1985), and finally President of Portugal (1986-1996), had been paid by the CIA for several years 

while in exile in Paris (France) throughout the 1970s. 

 

Thus was the decolonization process of Cabinda deliberately disrupted by Western imperialist powers who 

believe in white supremacy. Aside from disrupting the decolonization process of Cabinda, the latter mas-

terminded and enabled the belligerent occupation of Cabinda by Angola in 1975, hereafter succeeding 

Portugal in the role of colonial power to maintain colonialism in Cabinda. Behind Angola, the mercenary 

entity being used as a screen, Western apologists for colonialism and slavery are ever since 1975 looting 

Cabinda’s natural wealth and resources without the slightest regard for Environment and Human Rights. 

 

Ever since then, the legitimate right of the people of Cabinda to have the decolonization process of their 

native country brought to a successful completion, consistent with the UNGA Resolutions 1514 (XV), 2144 

(XXI) and all other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and Security Council; their right to freely 

dispose of their own natural wealth and resources, in pursuance of the UNGA Resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 

December 1962, concerning the permanent sovereignty of peoples over their own natural resources; and 

their entitlement to all the rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are 

trampled to such an extent that genocide is there for all to see.  

 

Completion of the decolonization process of Cabinda 

 

The 1975 Alvor Accord, between Portugal and the Angolan liberation movements, is the only legal tool in 

which Angola would have grounded the legality and legitimacy of its power over Cabinda. The fact 

remains, however, that the Alvor arrangement cannot help Angola for the simple reason that the people 

of Cabinda had no input on it, and that Portugal had unilaterally repealed it by Decree-law 458-A/75 of 

22 August 1975. In consequence, Angola’s power over the territory of Cabinda has neither legitimacy nor 

legality, as it is divested of acceptance by the natives of Cabinda and of legal title respectively. 

 

Since the role of Angola in Cabinda consists in sustaining the Portuguese colonialism in another form and 

manifestation, and given that the 46 years of Angolan colonialism in Cabinda verify the General Assembly 

conviction, according to which “the continued existence of colonialism prevents the development of 

international economic co-operation, impedes the social, cultural and economic development of de-

pendent peoples and militates against the UN ideal of universal peace,” the United Nations system and 

the international community at large have two options: either bring the decolonization process of Cabin-

da to a successful completion, or remain indifferent, which means intentional endorsement of the crusade 

against the UN ideal of universal peace in progress. 

 

The most suitable way of concluding the decolonization process of Cabinda conceived by CNM, which 

the latter has properly acquainted the Angolan government with, is a negotiated transitional period of 

five to ten years at most. This period of time is anticipated for a gradual, orderly, and peaceful transfer of 

power from the Angolan colonial administration to the sovereign people and nation of Cabinda—that is, 

to the political institutions freely elected and representative of the people of Cabinda, consistent with the 

UNGA Resolution 1514 (XV) and UNSC Resolution 180 (1963) of 31 July 1963 [S/5380]; and for a disciplined 

and responsible withdrawal of foreign troops. 

 

It is a reasonable intermediate period within which the most vital administrative institutions and economic 

infrastructures are meant to be established all over the territory of Cabinda; within which the people of 
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Cabinda at home and abroad are trained, i.e. given the fundamental skills for self-government, ahead 

of the approved date for the formal proclamation of the independence of Cabinda; and within which 

the objectives and principles enshrined in the UNGA Resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1803 (XVII) are guaranteed 

to have a satisfying realization. The provisional period is believed to generate a favorable environment 

for a better mutual understanding, an honest reconciliation of both parties, a regional connectivity, and 

a subsequent win-win cooperation that all interested parties can benefit a lot from.  

 

Peace and Security as a global issue at the United Nations 

 

Angola’s unlawful occupation of Cabinda and the ensuing maintenance by force of colonial domination 

are the major contributing factors to the political insecurity and instability in Central and Southern Africa, 

and, by extension, in Western Europe. In order to keep its talons on the land called Cabinda, Angola must 

necessarily frustrate the free functioning of democratic institutions in the nearby countries, and promote 

fragmentation and corruption of the Cabindan liberation movement.  

 

It should be known that the people of Cabinda and the neighboring folks of the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo and of the Republic of the Congo are ethnically related, as they all claim to come from one 

common ancestor, i.e. Kongolo Mwamba. The predisposition of the Congolese people to help unshackle 

the fellow people of Cabinda from foreign subjugation, cannot help being a life-threatening situation for 

all of those involved in the theft of Cabinda’s natural wealth and resources. As an illustration, in 1997 An-

gola invaded the Republic of the Congo to support the military coup that overthrew a democratically 

elected President, in this instance Prof. Pascal Lissouba, who openly personified said inclination. Before 

him, president Marien Ngouabi was assassinated on 18 March 1977 for the very same reason. 

 

In Western Europe, and elsewhere, Angola’s war chest also frustrates the free functioning of democratic 

institutions, as it is first used to bribe prominent officials, and, later on, to blackmail them into undermining 

the legitimate struggle of the people of Cabinda for independence, by persecuting its leaders. Major 

financial scandals that have been uncovered up to now, make known where Cabinda’s oil wealth being 

stolen by Angola ends up. As Angolagate, the Panama Papers, Paradise Papers, and Luanda Leaks verify, 

it ends up in the pockets of Western imperialist nations. Angola’s endemic problems of corruption, and its 

criminal use of the State end economy are slowly but surely undermining the respect for human rights and 

eroding democratic principles in Western Europe.   

 

As soon as we are acquainted with the history of Africa, mainly of the Great Lakes region, at least since 

the 1884-1885 Berlin Conference, we end up concluding that there is no alternate solution to the Cabinda 

situation other than independence. In Cabinda, the criminal role assigned to Angola by white supremacy 

is, as said earlier, the direct consequence of the age-old imperialistic competition between France and 

Germany. In this connection, it should be recalled that the Portuguese decolonization in 1975 was a pro-

cess remote-controlled by France through corrupt Portuguese political figures. It is also necessary to know 

that the destructive role assigned to Angola is not limited to Cabinda; it goes far, far beyond Cabinda’s 

borders, and it is known to the imperialist elite as “International Commissioner of the Congo.”  

 

This terrifying role, conceived by Lord Granville at the 1884-1885 Berlin Conference, was first intended for 

Portugal. According to the British newspaper “The Economist” of 18 October 1884, Lord Granville Leveson-

Gower, 2nd Earl of Granville, then British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, proposed to make the Portu-

guese Government, felt as a powerless Power, into a mighty mercenary entity in charge of guaranteeing 

to the “Free World” safe and free access to the natural wealth and resources of the Congo Basin, and of 

the Gulf of Guinea at large. His proposition was first “defeated by the jealousy of the French,” and, in the 

aftermath of WWII, by the Salazar regime in Portugal. Accordingly, as far as Angola is permitted to play 

this outrageous role, peace and security in Africa will last as mere dreams that will never come true. 

 

Africa Intelligence, a leading professional Web site specializing in political and economic developments 

in Africa, has written many articles that provide clues on how Angola is fulfilling its detrimental assignment 

https://sites.tufts.edu/corruptarmsdeals/angolagate/
https://panamapapers.investigativecenters.org/angola/
https://projekte.sueddeutsche.de/paradisepapers/politik/where-does-angola-s-oil-wealth-end-up-e655516
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/20/what-are-the-luanda-leaks
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/19/world/africa/isabel-dos-santos-angola.html
https://www.voanews.com/africa/luanda-leaks-corruption-files-tip-iceberg-angolan-campaigners-say
https://youtu.be/0c3YsgvpWvA
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throughout the African continent. Let us just consider four of said articles; the first one says: “The unit which 

handles the close protection of President Alassane Ouattara and his advisers will shortly benefit from the 

presence of Angolan trainers in addition to its usual French and Israeli mentors;” the second asserts: “The 

Angolan president has very visibly demonstrated his support for Felix Tshisekedi with a deployment of mili-

tary aircraft. He has already suggested military alliances with Alassane Ouattara and Ali Bongo;” the third 

one declares: “Lourenço administration methodically pursues his strategy to weaken his Congolese neigh-

bour and hold onto its oil, including Chevron and ExxonMobil blocks;” the last but not the least, affirms: 

“Presidential advisors in Angola now suspect Congo of colluding with the separatist Frente de Libertação 

do Estado de Cabinda (FLEC).” 

 

The UN Secretary General, H.E. Mr. António Guterres, has declared that “Africa’s development remains 

an absolute priority for the UN system.” But since peace and security are the sine qua non for sustainable 

development, it is in the best interest of the UN system, particularly of the Security Council, which bears 
the primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, to make sure that the 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to the Colonial Country and People 

of Cabinda is completed before long.   

 

17 Non-Self-Governing Territories + Cabinda 

 

Bearing in mind the fact that Portugal, in its capacity as administering Power of the Non-Self-Governing 

Territory of Cabinda, complied with the Chapter XI of the UN Charter in 1965, having thus transmitted infor-

mation on its so-called “Portuguese Overseas Province of Cabinda;” and considering the GA Resolutions 

adopted in reply to the President of MLEC, Mr. Luís Ranque Franque, who appeared as a petitioner before 

the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly at its seventeenth session (1391st and 1392nd meetings), 

with particular reference to Resolution 2144 (XXI), in which the legal-political status of Cabinda is by no 

means mistaken with that of Angola, the question arises as to why is Cabinda still not included in the UN 

list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories.  

 

The General Assembly, by its Resolution 66 (I) of 14 December 1946, recorded a list of 72 Territories whose 

people have not yet attained a full measure of self-government, i.e. to which Chapter XI of the Charter 

applied. On 27 November 1953, the General Assembly adopted the Resolution 742 (VIII) on the factors 

which should be taken into account in deciding whether a Territory is or is not a Territory whose people 

have not yet attained a full measure of self-government. In the Annex of the General Assembly Resolution 

1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, we are given the Principles which should guide Member States in deter-

mining whether or not an obligation exists to transmit the information called for under Article 73e of the 

Charter of the United Nations.  

 

Correspondingly, Principles IV and V of the Annex declare: 1) “Prima facie there is an obligation to transmit 

information in respect of a territory which is geographically separated and is distinct ethnically and/or 

culturally from the country administering it;” 2) “Once it has been established that such a prima facie 

case of geographical and ethnical or cultural distinctness of a territory exists, other elements may then 

be brought into consideration. These additional elements may be, inter alia, of an administrative, political, 

juridical, economic or historical nature. If they affect the relationship between the metropolitan State and 

the territory concerned in a manner which arbitrarily places the other in a position or status of subordina-

tion, they support the presumption that there is an obligation to transmit information under Article 73e of 

the Charter.” 

 

In 1963, the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 

the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, aka "Special Committee on Decoloni-

zation" or "C-24"), approved a preliminary list of Territories to which the Declaration applied (A/5446/Rev.1, 

annex I). In this preliminary list, irrespective of the GA Resolutions adopted in 1962 in reply to the leader of 

the Cabindan national liberation movement (MLEC) who had earlier petitioned the Fourth Committee, 

the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda remains as it is in Resolution 1542 (XV), i.e. included in the ter-

https://www.africaintelligence.com/central-and-west-africa_diplomacy/2020/09/11/presidential-election-joao-lourenco-offers-ouattara-close-protection-help,109605705-bre
https://www.africaintelligence.com/central-and-west-africa_diplomacy/2020/11/30/lourenco-s-gunboat-diplomacy,109624124-ar1
https://www.africaintelligence.com/oil--gas_state-strategy/2020/12/04/oil-minister-azevedo-pushes-kinshasa-to-stop-discussions-about-borders,109625445-ar1
https://www.africaintelligence.com/central-and-west-africa_diplomacy/2021/02/01/relations-between-sassou-and-lourenco-become-ever-more-poisonous,109639106-bre
http://undocs.org/A/5446/Rev.1
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ritory of Angola. If this impertinent inclusion is based on the assumption that information on Cabinda had 

not been transmitted by the Administering Power (Portugal) until that date, the question then arises as to 

where did the UN system get the information from, which allowed other Portuguese “overseas provinces” 

to be correctly listed.   

 

In a 1975 “Publication of the United Nations Department of Political Affairs, Trusteeship and Decoloniza-

tion” titled “Fifteen Years of the United Nations Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples,” the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda remains included in the territory of 

Angola. Now the inclusion is all the more disrespectful and provocative, as neither the fact that Portugal 

had complied with the provisions of Chapter XI of the UN Charter in 1965 nor the GA Resolution 2144 (XXI) 

of 26 October 1966 were/are taken into account.  

 

For the sake of justice, and peace and security in Africa, as well as for that of the United Nations internatio-

nal standing, it is high time that the Special Political and Decolonization (4th Committee), in cooperation 

with the Special Committee on Decolonization (or the C-24) and the UN system as a whole, managed to 

include Cabinda in the list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories. It is not too late and, for sure, 

there is room left for such a reparatory justice, which in reality is a simple act of racial justice. There is room 

left, inasmuch as the list of territories to which the Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial 

countries and peoples [General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)] applies, and which has been in use since 

1963, was said to be a “preliminary list,” not a “closing list.” The required inclusion is an act of racial justice 

since imperialism and colonialism, in all their forms and manifestations, are racial wars and terrorist actions 

to secure White Supremacy. 

 

In this regard, it makes sense to echo the words of the UN Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. António Guterres, 

citation: “Much of today’s racism is entrenched in centuries of colonialism and slavery. It is time to ack-

nowledge and repair longstanding wrongs and reverse their consequences. Reparatory justice is essential 

for reconciliation and the creation of societies based on fairness, equality and respect.” In addition, he 

said: “The transatlantic slave trade ended more than 200 years ago, but the idea of white supremacy 

that underpinned it remains alive. We must end the legacy of this racist lie and address the pernicious 

and persistent consequences of slavery.”  

 

Urgency, importance, and added-value of the inclusion 

 

The inclusion of Cabinda in the list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories to which the Declaration 

on the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples applies, is a matter of urgency, of 

supreme importance, and generates added value for the noble people of Cabinda now disgraced by 

an ever-intensifying political repression and economic exploitation, and an ever-outspreading social de-

gradation which characterize the Angolan colonialism in Cabinda.  

 

The inclusion is vital, inasmuch as a host of UN Member States, of governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, and of international financial institutions, ask for it so they can immediately, properly, and 

freely respond to the call preserved in the General Assembly Resolution 2105 (XX) of 20 December 1965, 

precisely in its point 10, by means of which the UN system “Recognizes the legitimacy of the struggle by 

the peoples under colonial rule to exercise their right to self-determination and independence and invites 

all States to provide material and moral assistance to the national liberation movements in colonial 

Territories.” The inclusion will instantly allow Member States to extend to the inhabitants of the Non-Self-

Governing Territory of Cabinda, pursuant to Resolution 845 (IX) of 8 November 1955, offers of facilities not 

only for study and training at the university standard but also for study at the post primary level, as well as 

technical and vocational training of immediate practical value. 

 

The insertion of Cabinda into the list of the surviving Non-Self-Governing Territories will necessarily open up 

the doors of the specialized agencies and international institutions associated with the United Nations to 

the subjugated people of Cabinda for support. In the eyes of the people of Cabinda, adding Cabinda 

https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/sites/www.un.org.dppa.decolonization/files/decon_num_6-1.pdf
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to the list in question will be the most concrete evidence that the legitimacy of their aspirations to exercise 

their right to self-determination is fully recognized by the General Assembly, the Security Council and other 

United Nations organs, and that the recognition involves, as a corollary, the extension of all appropriate 

assistance to them. It will also be evidence that they are being taken care of by the United Nations system 

when, for instance, the United Nations Economic and Social Council recommends that all States intensify 

their efforts within the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system of which 

they are members, to ensure the full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV), 

and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations.  

 

One of the procedures approved by the General Assembly is the sending out of Visiting Missions of the 

Special Committee on Decolonization to Non-Self-Governing Territories, because, pursuant to Resolution 

1808 (XVII), the GA recognizes further that the United Nations has a responsibility towards the inhabitants 

of said Territories. Accordingly, the inclusion of Cabinda among the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territo-

ries will enable the Cabindan National Movement (CNM) to apply for a visiting mission to Cabinda, with 

the task of examining the conditions in the territory, and ascertaining the views of the native population 

concerning their territory's future. Besides, the inclusion will formally bring Cabinda within the scope of the 

work of the C-24. As a result, the latter’s assistance to the beleaguered people of Cabinda in achieving 

their independence has little chance, if any, of amounting to interference in the internal affairs of the 

administering Power, i.e. Angola. 

 

Denying a Visiting Mission access to a territory coming within the scope of its work, is denying it one of the 

most effective means of carrying out the task assigned to it by the General Assembly, namely the exami-

nation of the implementation of the Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries 

and peoples. Such a denial, on the contrary, cannot help amounting to deliberate crusade against inter-

national peace and security, since it is agreed that the continued existence of colonialism impedes the 

social, cultural and economic development of dependent peoples and militates against the UN ideal of 

universal peace, consistent with Resolution 1514 (XV). 

 

The Visiting Mission would discover the extent to which economic and other activities are harshly affecting 

the interests of the people of the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda. In this area, CNM has long since 

been calling Chevron Corporation to come down on the right side of human rights and international law. 

The Visiting Mission would also come across with a subtle, yet noticeable racial discrimination in the Non-

Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda [e.g. Miss Cabinda contests are specially won by girls with lighter skin]. 

The Visiting Group would ultimately note that the basic dissatisfaction of the people of Cabinda arise from 

the essentially colonial relationship the territory has with Angola [substitute of Portugal]; that by imposing 

Portuguese culture and Angolan citizenship on the natives Angola is denying them opportunities for the 

fulfilment of their own aspirations; and that without a change of attitude on the part of Angola there can 

be no peaceful or permanent solution.  

 

With the inclusion of Cabinda in the list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, it will be obvious 

to everyone that the stance of the United Nations on the subject of Non-Self-Governing Territories concern 

Angola as well. Such is the case of the General Assembly call [1810 (XVII)] upon the administering Powers 

to cease forthwith all armed action and repressive measures directed against peoples who have not yet 

attained independence, particularly against the political activities of their rightful leaders; such is the case 

of the draft resolution recommended to the General Assembly in November 2020 by the Special Political 

and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee), which reaffirms the solemn obligation of the adminis-

tering Powers under the Charter of the United Nations to promote the political, economic, social and 

educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Territories under their administration and to protect 

the human and natural resources of those Territories against abuses; and which reiterates further that the 

natural resources are the heritage of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, and that any eco-

nomic or other activity, including the use of the Non-Self-Governing Territories for military activity, that has 

a negative impact on the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and on the exercise 

of their right to self-determination in conformity with the Charter, General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 
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and the other relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization is contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the Charter. 

 

Declared aim of the Cabindan National Movement 

 

The declared objective of the Cabindan National Movement (CNM) is the achievement and sustainment 

of Cabinda’s self-determination, self-defense, and self-respect by way of a negotiated transitional period, 

under the aegis of the United Nations, and the establishment of a national [federal] government in line 

with the world movement for multilateralism, political liberation, and economic independence. Having 

drawn lessons of good governance from Cabinda’s pre-colonial era, CNM declares to be able to address 

the whole host of economic, social, and environmental challenges, in partnership with nations all over 

the world not inclined to keep advantages in development all to themselves, but contribute to the fulfil-

ment of the equality of rights of men and women and of nations large and small.  

 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is the symbol of the UN ideals and the spokesperson for the 

interests of the world's peoples, in particular the poor and vulnerable among them. And the responsibility 

of the United Nations with regard to Non-Self-Governing Territories derive from the provisions of the Charter 

concerning these territories, and from the Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial coun-

tries and peoples adopted by the General Assembly. Thus, bearing in mind the fact that the item entitled 

“Economic and other activities which affect the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Terri-

tories” has been allocated to the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) on 

18 September 2020, the UN system is hereby requested to make sure that foreign economic investments 

in the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda are undertaken in collaboration with the native people in 

accordance with their wishes, as it is likely to make a valid contribution to the socio-economic develop-

ment of the Territory, and to the exercise of their right to self-determination in agreement with the relevant 

resolutions of the United Nations. 

 

In the name of the oppressed people of Cabinda, we thank in advance the sitting Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee), and the Spe-

cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (the C-24), for making sure that any activities aimed at 

exploiting the natural and human resources of the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda to the detri-

ment of the interests of the inhabitants of this Territory are proscribed; that Cabinda is ultimately included 

in the list of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories; that the conclusion of the decolonization process 

of Cabinda occurs within the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism (2021–2030); 

and that Africa’s development remains an absolute priority for the UN system. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu Capita (Author)  

Joint-Presidency, Cabindan National Movement 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/africa%E2%80%99s-development-remains-absolute-priority-un-system
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Relevant Documents  

Text of the petition by the people of Cabinda, in 1885, for an 

International Protectorate Treaty with Portugal. 

 

Memorial of the Protectorate Treaty between Cabinda 

and Portugal, aka Simulambuco Treaty. 
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The legal-political status of Cabinda has never been mistaken with that of Angola. 
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In this 1963 UN preliminary list [not the closing] of Territories to which the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples [General Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV)] applies, the legal-

political status of Cabinda is still mistaken with that of Angola. 
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The individual legal-political status of Cabinda is obvious 

in the Constitution of Portugal (1933-1976) that was put at 

the disposal of the United Nations in 1965 through Mr. 

Amos J. Peaslee’s “Constitutions of Nations,” the first ever 

compilation of the Constitutions of the States of the 

world. 

The laudatory introduction to the first edition of 

“Constitutions of Nations” by Dr. Ivan Kerno, then 

Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations in 

charge of the Legal Department, inter alia reads, 

citation: "Mr. Peaslee’s publication should prove 

very useful to international and national statesmen, 

officials, lawyers, educators and students of 

international affairs. As Secretary-General of the 

International Bar Association, he is doing much to 

promote the growth of international law and to 

establish and maintain friendly relations among the 

members of the legal profession of every country. 

Such activity is itself a great service to the United 

Nations and to its cause, the cause of peace, which 

is the fervent desire of all peoples everywhere." 
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To our knowledge, the UNGA Resolution 2144 (XXI) of 26 October 1966, adopted on the reports of the Third 

Committee, is, thus far, the only UN document in which the legal-political status is not mistaken with that of Angola. 
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Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.) 

Refugee under UNHCR mandate 

Joint-Presidency, Cabindan National Movement 

E-mail: cabinda.independent@gmail.com 

Tel.: +49 (0) 176 3068 3616 

The Non-Self-Governing 

Territory of Cabinda is 

exceptionally rich in 

minerals such as gold, 

diamonds, uranium, iron, 

oil, manganese, 

phosphates, and so on. In 

oil revenues alone, over 

35 billion US dollars is the 

amount the besieged 

people of Cabinda are 

deprived of on a yearly 

basis by the administering 

Power, i.e. Angola, and 

its foreign custodians. 

Even though the 

population of Cabinda 

does not exceed two 

million, life expectancy at 

birth has dropped from 

75 years in Portuguese 

colonial era to 48 years 

today; child and 

maternal mortality rates 

presently figure among 

the highest in the world; 

garbage bins have 

become children’s last 

resort; and a hospital bed 

is meant for at least four 

patients. This is an 

unmistakable intent to 

destroy, in whole or in 

part, the national group 

named Cabinda!  

B. Capita 


