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It is Time for African States to get off the Sidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Excellencies, 
President Chérif Macky Sall, 

President Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma, 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, 

 

U.S. President Barack Obama is on an official visit to your respective countries, that is Senegal, 

South Africa and Tanzania within the month. The visit is intended to highlight the importance 

of close U.S. ties to Sub-Saharan Africa. Thus, it is appropriate to remind President Obama that 

the United States of America is since 1975 failing to fulfill its legal and moral obligations with 

regard to Cabinda and Africa at large. It is about the clear absence of appropriate application 

and implementation of international law in Africa, particularly in Cabinda. This so devastating 

situation is, without any doubt, the result of Western European nations’ attempt to exercise full 

control over the African Continent inasmuch as their very existence depends on the resources 

of Africa. The illegal occupation and ensuing colonization of Cabinda by Angola since 1975 is a 

«legal-political problem» that falls within the competence of the United Nations. Sadly, neither 

the United States, whose oil company (Chevron) is since the late 1950s involved in Cabinda’s 

oil/gas exploration and production industry, nor the United Nations prove to be brave and fair 

enough to help restore Cabinda’s political sovereignty.  

 

The «Cabindan National Movement» is long since and relentlessly drawing the attention of the 

United States and the United Nations to the fact that the belligerent occupation of Cabinda by 

Angola is the major contributing factor to the political insecurity and instability in central and 

southern Africa. Angola’s internationally wrongful act in occupying and colonizing Cabinda 

entails the most serious crimes of international concern as referred to in the Rome Statute, and 

which, as a result, fall within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC). For the 

reason that the plundering of Cabinda’s oil is to the great benefit of Western European nations, 

no African Head of State is free enough to bring the Cabinda issue to the attention of the UN 

Security Council or of the General Assembly. Yet, the issue proves to be of the nature referred 

to in Article 34 of the Charter of the United Nations. In this connection, the Honorable Minister 

Louis Farrakhan (Leader of the Nation of Islam), addressing 19 African Heads of State at the 

1993 African African-American Summit in Gabon, stated: “We don’t think like free men. We go 

to the capitals of America and Europe, like paupers, (too) weak to demand or ask for what 

unjust regimes will never give”. Curiously, Western European powers portrayed as the most 

inclined to champion international law, democracy, and human rights the world over are the 

same UN member States, particularly France and Switzerland, denying Cabinda justice.   
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In Western European countries we are being recommended to go China, the only country they 

believe is better placed to solve the Cabinda issue. They also want us to believe that there will 

soon be solutions for all African conflicts like the prevailing one between Cabinda and Angola. 

Their sole argument is that the United Nations, through UNITAR (United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research), is committed to training African government officials and civil society 

leaders to improve their knowledge and expertise in international law, multilateral diplomacy, 

and in restoration of peace and conflict prevention. Is UNITAR’s training program really likely 

to enable the appropriate application and implementation of international law in Africa? 

 

 

 

 

Africa’s Knowledge about International Law  
 

 

I. International Law 

 

Ignorance or absolute lack of knowledge about international law cannot explain the absence of 

appropriate application and implementation of international law in Africa. In this connection, 

we should be reminded that Western European powers have been "civilizing" Africans on the 

Continent as well as in the Diaspora for more than five centuries. So Africa is long since full of 

natives with expertise in international law. The founding fathers of the OAU not only had 

knowledge about international law but were also committed to acting in accordance with the 

core values articulated in the tools of the international law. Actually they did not ignore the 

fact that Cabinda, as a Portuguese protectorate (1885-1976), is a sovereign State in international 

law. Hence the absence of appropriate application and implementation of international law as 

far as the Cabinda issue is concerned can’t find excuse in an alleged ignorance of international 

law within AU (African Union), African governments, political institutions, and NGOs.  

 

 

II. Multilateral Diplomacy 

 

In this field the absence of appropriate application and implementation of international law 

with regard to the belligerent occupation of Cabinda by Angola, for instance, is neither due to 

an alleged lack of awareness campaign by the «Cabindan National Movement», the faithful 

representative of the oppressed people of Cabinda, nor due to a so-called African diplomats 

and government officials’ lack of competence and needed expertise in politics, diplomacy, and 

international law. Western European imperialist nations’ nerve to fulfill Napoleon Bonaparte’s 

wish “to block forever the march of the Blacks in the world” is, without any doubt, what 

frustrates justice, peace, democracy, and integral development in Africa. In this connection, the 

memorable pan-Africanist Kwame Nkrumah makes the following observation, we quote: “The 

essence of neo-colonialism is that the state which is subject to it is, in theory, independent and 

has all the outward trappings of international sovereignty. In reality, its economic system and 

thus its political policy is directed from outside.” So neo-colonialism in Africa must cease! 
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III. Restoration of Peace and Conflict Prevention 

 

Since the « Charter » gives the United Nations the task of saving succeeding generations from 

the scourge of war, UN Member States both individually and collectively are required to strive 

to develop the most effective methods meant to reach this basic objective. Here, the absence of 

deserved application and implementation of international law in the case of the extermination 

by Angola of Cabindans as a People and a Nation on a worldwide scale is due to an increasing 

corruption within the United Nations Institutions. Angola’s President Dos Santos is managing 

to perpetuate its colonial power over Cabinda and the plundering of this Non-Self-Governing 

Territory's natural resources, particularly oil, thanks to his nerve to bribe and blackmail even 

Permanent Members of the UN Security Council into silence. Though, the UN Security Council 

is the supreme body on which the Charter of the United Nations confers primary responsibility 

for the maintenance of international peace and security! Corruption is regrettably perverting 

ethics and depriving the United Nations of officials sound enough to inspect conflicts properly, 

to recommend and supervise fair negotiations, and to monitor impartial mediation.  

 

 

IV. Conclusions 

 

1. As long as Western European nations’ very existence depends on the resources of Africa and 

the continued control exercised by the Western European powers over this Continent, Western 

European powers will never contribute to the fulfillment of international order of justice and 

peace;  

 

2. As long as Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council yield to bribes and 

blackmails of known criminal States like Angola’s, no UNITAR’s training in international law, 

in multilateral diplomacy, and in restoration of peace and conflict prevention is likely to enable 

the appropriate application and implementation of international law in Africa;  

 

3. As long as in the prevailing "New World Order", mainly characterized by the evil principle 

of «Might is Right», only the States that possess weapons of mass destruction can surely claim 

to be absolute sovereign nations, the United Nations' main actions cannot help being viewed as 

promoting particular agendas;  

 

4. As long as African governments are compelled to first check with Western European capitals 

before making decisions, no UN specialized institution is powerful enough to obstruct the re-

conquest of Africa and subsequent re-enslavement of its Black people by Western European 

powers;    

 

5. As long as there is no economic plan likely to reconcile the dependence of Western Europe’s 

very existence on African natural resources and the right of African children to live prosperous 

lives thanks to their respective countries’ natural wealth, Western European leadership in any 

international organization or United Nations specialized institution cannot help being a serious 

threat to peace, security, and integral development in Africa; 
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V. Observations 

 

1. We, at Cabindan National Movement, are of the opinion that only an African economic plan 

likely to reconcile the clear dependence of Western Europe’s very existence on African natural 

resources and the right of African children to live prosperous lives thanks to their respective 

countries’ riches can cause an appropriate application and implementation of international law 

in Africa;   

 

2. The ultimate goal of every UN member State’s foreign policy is required to be a multilateral 

framework that brings within its sights all practices that are absolutely in line with the spirit of 

international responsibility-sharing; 

 

3. Africans on the Continent and in the Diaspora are required to induce UN Member States like 

the United States of America, the Russian Federation, Germany, and Brazil to help erect at least 

three or five real independent African States and to provide them with the appropriate military 

means aimed at crushing attempts to perpetuate the Black Holocaust in Sub-Saharan Africa; 

 

4. Since African governments are forced to first check with Western European capitals before 

making decisions, to succeed in its endeavor to promote peace and security all over the African 

Continent, instead of training Africans who will never be given the chance to express their own 

views with respect to particular African conflicts, UNITAR should analyze African conflicts on 

the basis of the legal, political, historical, cultural, social, geographic, and economical factors 

presented by the conflicting parties, and subsequently publish its fair conclusion on behalf of 

the United Nations Secretary-General; 

 

5. International Conferences on appropriate application and implementation of International 

Law in Africa, under the aegis of OLA (United Nations Office of Legal Affairs), is a required 

initiative. An initiative of this kind has to be based on the assumption that for a solution to any 

African issue to succeed it must be reached through dialogue between all the relevant actors. In 

the case of the illegal occupation and consequent colonization of Cabinda by Angola, setting 

aside AU (African Union) member States and representatives of African Diaspora, the United 

States, United Kingdom, Russian Federation, Germany, France, Portugal, Brazil, the Holy See, 

India, and Japan are stakeholders that would take part on the basis of shared interests; 

 

6. As for the disgusting situation going on in Cabinda, it is time for African States, the United 

Nations, and the United States to fix it once and for all, bearing in mind the fact that justice 

must precede reconciliation. In fact, if there was ever a time for Africans to get off the sidelines, 

it is now! The Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda accounts for close to 80% of Angola's 

oil production, estimated at approximately 1,200,000 barrels per day (186,667 m³/d), and it is 

estimated that oil exports from this occupied country are worth the equivalent of US $140,000 

per annum for every Cabinda citizen. And yet Cabinda remains one of the poorest countries in 

Africa. Throughout Europe and Africa, Cabindans are forced to live on less than « US $1 » per 

day, setting aside the fact of being unjustifiably denied international legal and humanitarian 

assistance. This is happening even in Switzerland, wrongly portrayed as a neutral country; 



African States, United States & United Nations’ Legal and Moral Obligations in Cabinda/MNC/04_June_2013 6 

VI. Attachments/Documents on Cabindan National Movement’s peaceful struggle 

 

 

1. To the United Nations: 
 

http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-02-06-to-special-committee-on-decolonization.pdf 

 

http://cabindastrength.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-09-23-can-angola-coerce-the-united-nations.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/cabinda-referring-to-un-secretary-general-ban-ki-moon.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/un-c-24-should-accept-its-legal-responsibility-as-regards-cabinda.pdf 

 

http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/referring-the-re-enslavement-of-black-people-to-un-sg-ban-ki-moon.pdf 

 

http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/2010-01-20-cabinda-peoples-statelessness-unhcr-international-legal-duties1.pdf 

 

2. To the United States of America: 
 

http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/exhorting-rev-dr-tutu-to-intercede-with-us-first-lady-for-cabinda.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/why-angolas-genocide-in-cabinda-is-downplayed-by-worlds-leading-powers.pdf 

 

http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/2010-06-21-chevrons-international-legal-and-moral-obligations-regarding-cabinda.pdf 

 

3. To the Russian Federation: 
 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/2010-04-07-russias-international-legal-obligations-regarding-cabinda.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/exhorting-president-putin-to-sponsor-an-international-conference-on-the-congo-and-

africa.pdf 

 

4. To African Union Member States: 
 

http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2009-04-02-the-need-to-stop-angolas-war.pdf 

 

http://cabindastruggle.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/2010-05-18-south-africas-international-legal-obligations-regarding-cabinda.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/cote-divoire-should-assume-its-international-legal-duties-regarding-cabinda.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/observac3a7c3b5es-do-movimento-nacional-cabinda-ao-secretc3a1rio-executivo-da-

cplp1.pdf 

 

 

The so oppressed People of Cabinda thank you for your time and help in this matter. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.) 

Chairman, Cabindan National Movement 
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