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Ref.: The United Nations C-24 should accept its legal responsibility as regards «Cabinda» 

 

 

 

Your Excellency, 

 
Since the Special Committee on Decolonization or C-24 is the United Nations entity exclusively 

devoted to the issue on decolonization with the purpose of monitoring the implementation of 

the General Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, about the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, we cannot help referring to you 

the «Cabinda Issue», i.e. Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda and ensuing maintenance 

by force of colonial domination since 1975.  

 

 

Given the United Nations’ obvious, yet alarming helplessness with respect to the «Cabinda 

Issue», helplessness essentially caused by the Angolan regime’s nerve to bribe and blackmail 

even permanent members of the UN Security Council into silence thanks to Cabinda’s wealth 

and natural resources, particularly oil and diamonds, we respectfully exhort the C-24 to help 

us (Refugees from the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda) become entitled to monthly  

«Human Favors» (western standard livelihood) from the palpable beneficiaries of the colonial 

occupation and the pillaging of Cabinda that are being carried out in an open and shameless 

fashion by Angola and its western associates. We are a bit more than four hundred thousand 

(400,000) refugees from Cabinda throughout Africa and Europe, and in both continents we are 

forced to live on less than USD two per day (apart from the fact of being unjustifiably deprived 

of travel documents in order), whereas Cabinda’s total population is below 800,000 and its oil 

production alone is about to reach two million barrels per day.  

Cabindan National Movement 

To His Excellency 

Mr. Francisco Carrion-Mena 

Permanent Rep. of Ecuador to the United Nations 

Chairman of the Special Committee on Decolonization 

866 United Nations Plaza, Room 516  

New York, N.Y. 10017 

U.S.A. 
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Ever since the fall off of the Berlin wall in 1989, instead of «Human Rights» and «International 

Law», the dominant Western policy is gradually putting into practice the concept of «Human 

Favors» and the principle of «Might is Right» within the framework of the already inequitable 

North-South relationship. In this connection, the Human Rights Watch Executive Director, in 

this instance Mr. Kenneth Roth, is fully right in admonishing the international community as 

follows: «Time to Abandon the Autocrats and Embrace Rights». Since the ultimate goal of your 

countries’ foreign policy is a multilateral framework that brings within its sights all practices 

that are in line with the United Nations ideal of universal peace, it is also your (C-24) task and 

duty to make every endeavor so that colonialists and imperialists of any sort can eventually 

come down on the right side of human rights and international law. It is perfectly appropriate 

to draw your good-hearted attention to the alarming fact that a number of western prominent 

politicians, businessmen, news agencies and even religious institutions are presently hiring 

themselves out as foreign agents to the merciless oligarchy of tyrants, kleptocrats and terrorists 

that still rule supreme over Angola and Cabinda. 

 

 

The C-24 indifference with respect to Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda and ensuing 

maintenance by force of colonial domination cannot help leading people to view it, one way or 

another, as an obvious political collusion with the Angolan government. This, bearing in mind 

Cabinda’s inalienable right to recover its political sovereignty, which originates from: the 1885 

international protectorate treaty between two subjects of international law, i.e. Cabinda and 

Portugal; the Portuguese imperial Constitutions, especially the one of 1933 in force up to 1976, 

which makes a precise distinction between the political status of Cabinda and the one of each 

of Portugal’s colonial territories; the (OAU) Organization of African Unity’s list of the African 

countries in which Cabinda is fairly ranked as the 39th national State, with Angola as the 35th; 

the provisions of the UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, upon 

the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples; the stipulations of Article 1 of 

the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and, at last, the United Nations 

GA resolutions 1807 (XVII), 1808 (XVII), and 1871 (XVII), of 14 December 1962 for the first two 

and of 20 December 1962 for the last one, which in fact happen to be the UN response to the 

petitioner from Cabinda at the UN GA in November 1962 – (Doc. of the 17th Session of the UN 

General Assembly – 4th Committee A/C. 4/SR 1391 - 23 November 1962). 

 

 

By allowing western closest allies of the United States alone to be entitled to bring any dispute, 

or any situation of the nature referred to in Article 34 of the UN Charter, to the attention of the 

Security Council or of the General Assembly, in order for the dispute or situation in question to 

be worthy of due assessment, the C-24 is inadvertently endorsing the inhuman principle of 

«Might is Right». Is the United States the unique UN member State to blame for this extremely 

negative trend? In no way, inasmuch as the right to react wherever the obligations prohibiting 

genocide, slavery, apartheid, aggression, the maintenance by force of colonial domination, and 

the massive pollution of the atmosphere or the seas appear to be violated, is clearly given to all 

subjects of international law. Besides, President Obama's speech to the United Nations General 

Assembly on 23rd September 2009 reveals a Washington ready to act boldly and collectively on 
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behalf of justice and prosperity at home and abroad, « Those who used to chastise America for 

acting alone in the world cannot now stand by and wait for America to solve the world's 

problems alone. We have sought - in word and deed - a new era of engagement with the 

world. And now is the time for all of us to take our share of responsibility for a global response 

to global challenges.  … And I admit that America has too often been selective in its promotion 

of democracy. But that does not weaken our commitment; it only reinforces it. There are basic 

principles that are universal; there are certain truths which are self-evident - and the USA will 

never waver in our efforts to stand up for the right of people everywhere to determine their 

own destiny. » 

 

 

The post-Cold War era is gradually turning itself into a period in which denial of justice and 

lack of suitable measures taken by the international community, with respect to human rights 

and international law prove to be greater than in the Cold War era. In this connection, we can’t 

help perceiving the greatness of the Soviet Union’s global role. In our opinion, during the Cold 

War, Western democracies endeavored to have respect for the principles of international law 

and human rights, as far as African countries and peoples are concerned, solely because of the 

Soviet Union’s presence as major challenger. Hence, we contend that the sudden vanishing of 

the Soviet Union left an enormous gap in the field of the international law, which, as a result, is 

exponentially widening the gap between rich and poor (impoverished!) nations. In any case, 

even though our endeavor is to place the Russian Federation and the United States forward as 

the champion of international law as far as Africa’s rightful fight for freedom and reciprocity 

are concerned, we remain well aware that the immense gap left in the field of the international 

law by the disappearance of the Soviet Union can only be filled with the help of a worldwide 

consciousness that we all have a part to play against the «economical rape» of powerless and 

Non-Self-Governing Countries by the most powerful nations through the murderous principle 

of «Might is Right».  

 

 

To restore genuine faith and confidence in the United Nations, the legal powers of the C-24 are 

strong enough to successfully help the UN Secretary-General H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon and the 

Security Council revive the transparency and prestigious diplomacy of the United Nations to 

govern for universal interests, and go along with the Charter of the United Nations. Security is 

the extent of protection against danger, damage, loss, and crime! Having regard to the serious 

damages, losses, and crimes the Jewish people have experienced before and during the World 

War II, permanent members of the UN Security Council have justly managed to provide Israel 

with the most potent weapons in order for it to secure its people. Thus, given the international 

community’s blatant indifference to Angola’s ongoing colonial regime over Cabinda and given 

all damages, losses, and crimes (slavery, colonialism, and neo-colonialism) Black nations are 

experiencing since the 15th century up to now, the question arises as to whether or not the very 

permanent members of the UN Security Council are fair enough to help eradicate colonialism 

in Africa, and righteous enough to provide African states with the most effectual weapons in 

order for them to secure their respective peoples. For the reason that Colonialism is actually a 

thousand times more genocidal than Nazism, we can’t help exhorting the C-24 to act forthwith 
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in conformity with the core values articulated in the tools of the international law in order that 

the Cabinda people submissive to colonialism can endwise and shortly see our rightful hopes 

of achieving self-determination and independence succeed.   

 

 

May it please Your Excellency to welcome our earnest gratitude for your time and help in this 

matter. 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.) 

Chairman, Cabindan National Movement 

 
 

 

Addendum: 

 
http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2009-04-02-the-need-to-stop-angolas-war. 
 

http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-02-06-to-special-committee-on-decolonization. 
 

http://cabindastrength.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-09-23-can-angola-coerce-the-united-nations. 
 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/2011-02-07-referring-angolas-crimes-to-the-chief-prosecutor-of-icc.pdf 
 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/2011-11-04-dos-santos-angola-is-a-threat-to-world-peace.pdf 

 

 

Members of the C-24 provided with copy: 

 

 Antigua & Barbuda 

Bolivia 

Chile 

China 

Congo 

Côte D'Ivoire 

Cuba 

Dominica 

Ecuador 

Ethiopia 

Fiji 

Grenada 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Mali 

Nicaragua 

Papua New Guinea 

Russian Federation 

 

 

Saint Kitts and Nevis  

Saint Lucia 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Sierra Leone 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Timor-Leste 

Tunisia 

United Republic of Tanzania 

 Venezuela 


