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Preamble 
 

 
"When you predict disaster, it's no fun being right", says Glen Ford at Black Agenda Report on President 

Obama's policy. In fact, it's no fun being right when you predict a misfortune. Since long before the end 

of the Cold War in 1989, we at the "Cabindan National Movement" have said that Angola's belligerent 

occupation of Cabinda since 1975 (with the backing of Russia, China, Cuba, France, and the United 

States of America at the same time) is the major contributing factor to the political insecurity and 

instability in Africa as a whole, particularly in central and southern Africa. José Eduardo dos Santos 

happens to be the President of Angola's self-styled progressive regime, whose role of the colonial power 

over Cabinda is to permit the looting by western and eastern corporations and governments of 

Cabinda's natural resources (oil, diamonds, gold, uranium, hard wood, etc.). So with Dos Santos' wars in 

Congo Brazzaville against Prof. Pascal Lissouba, a democratically elected President; and in Ivory Coast 

to maintain in power a democratically defeated President, in this instance, Laurent Gbagbo, we have 

been proved catastrophically right - right, to the point of endless tears. It comes out that the progressive 

(?) regime of Angola is not only accountable for crimes of international concern in Cabinda, but also for 

its strange commitment that consists in frustrating the free functioning of democratic institutions in 

Africa.  

 

Some Africans and African-Americans believe now that President Obama has failed to implement an 

appropriate Africa policy because he is surrounded by Clinton-era appointees who "do not want to 

revisit their policies" in Africa. They might be right! But we believe they should work with us shoulder 

to shoulder to suggest a clear proposal resulting from a pertinent vision as for the ways and means to 

sincerely help Africa make the type of progress that time demands. We have long since been exhorting 

African, American, Asian, and European subjects of international law to help solve the Cabinda issue for 

good, giving priority to peaceful means. Letters on the Cabinda issue have been directed to the Holy 

See, Switzerland, Brazil, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, Portugal, Iran, Indonesia, Algeria, 

South Africa, Ghana, Democratic Republic of the Congo, etc..., as well as to TransAfrica Forum, Sullivan 

Foundation, Honorable Minister Farrakhan, Dr. Cornel West, etc... Though, for unimaginable reasons, 

none of these subjects of international law and none of these well-known figures has dared to openly 

make common cause with the oppressed people of Cabinda. Henceforth, none of these entities will be 

right to say that a United Nations and President Obama's hypothetical intervention in Cabinda (what is 

now the Cabindan main request) is a war for oil or a war against Black people. 

 

To Africans and African-Americans we say it's high time to stop criticizing everything, and time to 

begin doing things with genuine love. It is all about love. "Why should you support President Obama's 

Africa policy" is a response to Africans and African-Americans whose reaction agains US military 

intervention in Libya seem to be devoid of true love for Africa and America at the same time. So who do 

you really love, the African peoples who are forced by our own leaders (?) to languish in poverty and 

oppression or the African leaders (dictators) who are but mere puppets of western and eastern 

corporations and governments? If you are a Black intellectual or head of a civil society group and you 

are criticizing President Obama for intervening in Libya, then you are losing the sense of purpose and 

direction, coming thus into view either overconfident or embroilled down in your self-interests. In other 

words, you are completely losing the idealism that perhaps was once your body and soul. To prevent 

the West from creating a new dictator for Libya, and to have a big say in any upper political process 

intended to resolve African issues to the satisfaction of both Africans and Westerners, two or three 

African countries should join forces with President Obama in Libya. Criticism has shown its boundaries. 

We ferociously criticized the West for Patrice Lumumba's death in 1961, but it did not prevent the very 

West to create Mobutu Sese Seko in 1965; did not prevent them to erect José Eduardo dos Santos in 1979, 

and so on... Criticism devoid of love does not help at all. Please think twice before you view AFRICOM 

as mere instrument of America's imperialistic appetite.  
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President Obama and the universal phenomenon of resistance to change    
 

 

A huge majority of us Africans, African-Americans, and of the rest of the Human Family welcomed Mr. 

Barack Obama’s "coronation" as President of the United States of America, because "Change" was and 

remains his principal device theoretically and practically. On the one hand, as first African-American to 

become President of the United States, Mr. Obama’s election cannot help being a great privilege. On the 

other hand, as an "Agent" of the so needed "Change" with respect to the international community’s 

customary functioning, his election is above all a huge responsibility and an irksome job. In our letter of 

19 November 2008 intended for the then President-elect Barack Obama, we have warned the prevailing 

White House tenant as follows:  
 

« The introduction to any "Change", even the most elementary, gives always rise to significant 

resistances. The «fear» of moving away from the customary norms proves to be one of the chief causes 

of the resistance to "Change". In fact, if it is true that African dictators fear any change likely to halt their 

familial or tribal reign, it is equally true that the powerful and wealthy nations that exclusively gain 

advantage from the natural resources of those dictators’ countries fear any change likely to thwart the 

course of their neocolonial power over the black continent. Prejudices against Black people that had 

purposely been conceptualized and diffused by the slave traders in order to minimize within their 

respective national consciousness the criminal nature of the "triangular commerce", which appears to be 

the main cause of the double standards’ policy applied by most powerful nations, became an element of 

the customary norm from which the enthusiastic proponents of neocolonialism would not like to move 

away for fear that they might lose their supremacy.  »  

 

To undertake a "Change" within a country or continent, e.g. integral development, means to negate a 

set of customs, habits and models which refer to the way of thinking, eating, getting dressed, working, 

amusing and treating oneself, as well as the way of establishing relationship with the fellow citizens. 

Though any introduction to "Change", even the most basic, gives usually rise to significant resistances. 

As can be seen, not only President Obama’s «National Health Care Reform» is still faced with the 

universal phenomenon of resistance to "Change", but also his fair commitment to improve the 

international community’s customary functioning is being faced with resistance. President Obama’s 

personal devotion to the struggle for the triumph of justice and peace at home and abroad is something 

widely beneficial to those, in the United States itself and all over the world, who have been deprived of 

justice and who should now receive justice. In this respect, resistance to the "Change" that President 

Obama is justly and hardly trying to foster is being promoted by people who are either in ignorance of 

the pernicious customary norms that must be reformed or acting for selfish reasons. This resistance 

cannot help being exclusively to the detriment of the vast majority of Black peoples across the globe, as 

we understand it. 

 

Even though President Obama’s reaction regarding Ivory Coast (where a democratically defeated 

ruling President refused to step down) and Libya (where a ruling President got ready to bomb his 

fellow citizens who tried to march peacefully as a protest against his undemocratic regime) is in 

pursuance of both international law and his personal devotion to the struggle for the triumph of justice 

and prosperity at home and abroad, the very reaction appears now to be regrettably faced with 

resistance. But since resistance to "Change" proves to be an absolute universal phenomenon, and given 

our well-grounded conviction that President Obama’s Africa policy is intended to help African nations 

make the type of progress that time demands, it is an African and African-American task and duty to 

help the prevailing US President overcome the present-day resistance to "Change".   
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Can President Obama overcome the phenomenon of resistance to change? 
 

 

Yes he can! Yes we can! Our conception of "Change", which seems to coincide with President Obama’s, 

pertains to a perspective of intervention that must be planed and generalized. The perspective of 

intervention consists in having, prior to anything else, a close look at the situation; then in taking action 

upon some strategic points, bringing thus into play the customary norms; lastly, in strengthening the 

new norms by means of an appropriate practical organization and a pedagogical diplomacy. 

 

There are two chief methods to overcome any phenomenon of resistance to "Change", i.e. to increase 

pressures in line with the needed "Change" or to reduce resistances to this very "Change". For the 

reason that the first method leads often to tensions and conflicts more or less serious, we have got to 

associate the second method with the first one. Since the main cause of the resistance to change is 

certain organizations and leaders’ «fear» of moving away from the customary norms that give them 

exceptional privileges, to undertake the "Change"  process we have to lead the nations of the world as a 

whole admit together the reappraisal of the old customary norms still in force. Admit together for, 

depending upon a vast majority of psychologists and sociologists, it is easier to modify the habits of a 

group than the ones of an individual. 

 

Within the current circumstances, we, Cabindan National Movement, contend that the task and duty of 

awake Africans and African-Americans consist in arousing enthusiasm for the required "Change". In 

this respect, while President Obama comes into view as "Change" promoter, those committed to 

exciting enthusiasm for the very "Change" come into view as facilitators (catalysts). The catalysts’ job is 

to localize the resistances and clarify their meaning within the framework of public meetings in which 

the innovative and customary tendencies give their opinion. Though, as facilitators, we must be aware 

that the people taking part in an open forum are more active when they feel themselves directly 

concerned, and, above all, more deeply committed when they make a collective decision. At last, we 

must be aware that it is the way to bring in the "Change" – «information» and «participation» offered or 

absent – that gives rise to a significant difference of social or political attitudes and behaviors.   

  

 

 

 

Is President Obama embodying America’s new era of responsibility?  
 

 

To give a proper answer to this pertinent question we must quietly and impartially pay attention to 

President Obama’s political theory and its practical implementation. In fact, President Obama is 

managing to embody America’s new era of responsibility. To succeed, he relies upon our assistance 

and, above all, our readiness to be continuously in line with him. Here is why we strongly claim that 

Africans, African-Americans, and any benevolent member of the Human Family should stand with 

President Obama in his daily quest for the very "Change". To grasp President Obama’s political theory, 

we cannot help quoting his apposite « Inaugural Address » at the inauguration, on 20th January 2009:  

 

« We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth. (...) America must play its role in ushering 

in a new era of peace. What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility - a recognition, on the 

part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, (…) To the people 

of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside you to make your farms flourish and let clean waters 
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flow; to nourish starved bodies and feed hungry minds. And to those nations like ours that enjoy 

relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to suffering outside our borders; nor can 

we consume the world's resources without regard to effect. For the world has changed, and we must 

change with it ».  

 

 

 

 

The goal of President Obama’s diplomacy at the United Nations 
 

 

Depending upon the prevailing US Ambassador to the United Nations, in this instance Her Excellency 

Dr. Susan Rice, "the goal of the US diplomacy at the United Nations is to make it a more perfect forum 

to address the most pressing global challenges: to promote peace, to support democracy, and to 

strengthen respect for human rights".  

 

 

 

 

The right of people everywhere to determine their own destiny 
 

 

As for the right of people everywhere to determine our own destiny enshrined in the tools of the 

international law, let us once again quote President Obama’s pertinent Address to the UN General 

Assembly on 23rd September 2009:  

 

«…I come before you humbled by the responsibility that the American people have placed upon me; 

mindful of the enormous challenges of our moment in history; and determined to act boldly and 

collectively on behalf of justice and prosperity at home and abroad. (…) There are basic principles that 

are universal; there are certain truths which are self evident – and the United States of America will 

never waiver in our efforts to stand up for the right of people everywhere to determine their own 

destiny. (…) That is the future America wants – a future of peace and prosperity that we can only reach 

if we recognize that all nations have rights, but all nations have responsibilities as well. That is the 

bargain that makes this work. That must be the guiding principle of international cooperation ». 

 

 

 

 

President Obama and the obligations owed to the international community 
 

 

As for the existence of obligations owed to the international community as a whole, it is worthwhile 

reminding here the fact that ILC (International Law Commission) has singled out some, like the 

obligations prohibiting «genocide», «slavery», «aggression», «apartheid», «the maintenance by force of 

colonial domination», and «the massive pollution of the atmosphere or the seas», whose violation 

qualifies as an international crime and, as a result, gives all States the right to react for the sake of 

international order of justice and peace. These obligations owed to the international community as a 

whole constitute the legal basis from which President Obama draws the legitimacy and pertinence of 
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the US involvement in Libya. Hence, in agreement with the core values articulated in the tools of the 

international law, President Obama is quite right in presenting the "Libya operation" as a humanitarian 

response, one that has saved thousands of lives while representing "how the international community 

should work".  

 

By giving the example as for "how the international community should work", President Obama is 

successfully distancing himself from the international community’s outdated customary functioning, 

one that has "permitted" genocide to occur in Rwanda and has also permitted Angola’s belligerent 

occupation of Cabinda and ensuing maintenance by force of colonial domination to happen and prevail 

thus far. Despite the fact that Angola’s colonial rule over Cabinda entails the most serious crimes of 

international concern as referred to in the Rome Statute, and which, as a result, fall within the 

jurisdiction of ICC (International Criminal Court), the international community has remained quiet for 

more than three decades. If Cabinda’s political sovereignty is still confiscated by the criminal regime of 

Angola, and if most African countries are still underdeveloped, it is primarily for the reason that the 

international community has long since been functioning on the basis of an «indifferent» international 

law, one whose unique goal is to permit the establishment of a pacific coexistence between the most 

powerful countries militarily speaking.  

 

What comes out from all this is that the right of people everywhere to determine our own destiny, as 

well as the right of countries everywhere to integral development cannot help being intrinsically 

revolutionary. For it involves a deep break, a definitive rupture in the ancestral tradition of the 

«indifferent» international law.  

 

President Obama is a good-natured and principled person, a man well rooted in his both Black and 

White natures, a man with a well-balanced auto-esteem, and a man intelligent enough to consider that 

this is the time that those who have been deprived of justice must receive justice, and to realize that the 

very time does not demand a hypocritical approach to solving African problems. He has declared 

solemnly that "the United States remains the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth"; has claimed 

that "what is required of Americans now is a new era of responsibility"; and has claimed to be himself 

mindful of the enormous challenges of our moment in history, and determined to act boldly and 

collectively on behalf of justice and prosperity at home and abroad. Taking it all in all, the prevailing US 

President has long since been exhorting the "world" (states, civil societies, and political and religious 

leaders) to work with him shoulder to shoulder in order to break off the blamable «indifferent» 

international law on behalf of the powerless and needy African nations and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

U.S. intervention in Libya is not a «crusade» or war on Muslim world 
 

 

The military intervention of the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Qatar, and other UN 

member states in Libya cannot be seen as a crusade. Considering the existence of the obligations owed 

to the international community as a whole, it is self-evident that these powers are acting in pursuance 

of the core values articulated in the tools of the international law. It is worthwhile emphasizing the fact 

that thanks to Presidents Ben Ali and Hosni Mubarak’s wise conduct in front of their respective 

antagonists (demonstrators), there was no need of US military intervention in Tunisia and Egypt. On 

the contrary, there has been obvious need of international community’s intervention to minimize a 
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serious death threat on thousands of civilians in Libya as well as in Ivory Coast. However, to make it 

clear in Islamic nations’ mind that the Western intervention in Libya has nothing to do with a crusade, 

the United States and its powerful allies have to show equivalent boldness in battling against African 

dictatorships led by Christians (Catholics or Protestants), e.g. the one of Angola led by Dos Santos. 

 

President Obama’s military intervention in Libya is either wrongly or hypocritically criticized by 

certain individuals and governments, some viewing it as a crusade while others consider it to be a US 

new imperialist adventure. One has either to have lost sight of Africa’s tragic reality or to be a selfish 

person who is only interested in getting what he wants out of Africa, to view President Obama’s "Libya 

operation" as a mere crusade or imperialist adventure. Did not President Obama wave the "flag" of 

America’s new era of responsibility before the international community as a whole? Did not President 

Obama disclose his frank determination to act boldly and collectively on behalf of justice and 

prosperity at home and abroad? Can China and Russia’s leaders prove us that they are devoted to the 

struggle for the triumph of justice and prosperity in Africa more than President Obama? Is not there a 

requirement that China and the Russian Federation declare their own new era of responsibility with 

reference to Africa? To forget all about China and Soviet Union’s role in Angola’s belligerent 

occupation of Cabinda and following maintenance by force of colonial domination, which are 

international crimes, China and the Russian Federation should fall in behind the French and Britain 

who are already working shoulder to shoulder with President Obama in his fair-minded commitment 

to promote Africa’s welfare. 

 

Free speech is a necessity in a democracy, but before an African or African-American engages in 

criticism of President Obama’s Africa policy we have to make sure our criticism is a constructive one, 

i.e. to the great benefit of both African and American peoples at the same time. Considering Colonel 

Qaddafi’s serious crimes of international concern, and considering that the Arab League itself was 

quick to suspend Libya in February and has even asked the U.N. Security Council to impose a no-flight 

zone to stop Colonel Qaddafi’s attacks on his own people, an African or African-American protest 

against US (NATO) intervention in Libya is something that indisputably labels Africans as appreciative 

of Colonel Qaddafi’s anti-Western tirades. Though, to be labeled as such does not help Africa at all. 

Therefore, as long as there is no genuine African political philosophy to govern the exchange between 

Africans on the continent and those in the Diaspora, our individual civic virtue will never lead Africa 

and its people to the so desired ultimate triumph.  

 

 

 

 

President Obama: "Africa needs strong institutions, instead of strongmen"  
 

 

Ever since the ending of the «Cold War» in 1989 a number of African countries, i.e. their respective 

leaders, are individually trying hard to lead the black continent. While some are making every 

endeavor to lead the continent merely for egocentric, therefore petty political reasons, others are 

putting all their efforts into reaching such a goal essentially for altruistic political vision. Curiously, the 

self-centered tendency appears to be embodied by the leaders who have little respect for human rights, 

democracy and international law, and whose countries abound with oil, diamonds, and various other 

natural resources. Most of these leaders have succeeded in imposing themselves on their impoverished 

fellow citizens and beyond as "Strongmen", thanks to their corrupt and cruel regimes; their blind 

determination to stay in power forever, which wins them the admiration of their colleagues; and their 
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immense holdings that are like a giant venture capital fund, geared up to make friends and win 

influence in the poorest countries, not to say in Europe and in international institutions. For its part, the 

philanthropic tendency turns out to be incarnated by those modest leaders, though very smart and 

farseeing, who are managing to gain political authority through their commitment to gradually lessen 

human rights abuses, to progressively establish a legally constituted state and democratic order, and 

whose national territories are less or not endowed with the most coveted raw materials. Most of these 

leaders know how it feels to be targeted by the so-called "Strongmen" who make every endeavor to 

either coerce them into becoming dictators or just silence them one way or another. 

 

Libya’s revolutionary guide Colonel Muammar el-Qaddafi and Angola’s President José Eduardo dos 

Santos turn out to be the "Strongmen" very much in the public eye thus far. The ongoing belligerent 

occupation of Cabinda by Angola (since 1975) and consequent maintenance by force of colonial 

domination, as well as the various African wars that Colonel Qaddafi and José Eduardo dos Santos 

have been helping stir up took already hundreds of thousands of lives and displaced millions and their 

ripple effect continue to this day. We have long since been drawing international attention to the fact 

that Angola’s lack of legal title over Cabinda cannot help being the major contributing factor to the 

political insecurity and instability in central and southern Africa, or even beyond, e.g. its destructive 

involvement in Congo-Brazzaville (1997) and very recently in Ivory Coast. We have likewise been 

demonstrating that as long as Angola colonizes Cabinda, no Angolan government can contribute to the 

fulfillment of the international order of justice and peace.  

 

One has to know how Angola and Libya’s dictators have succeeded in subjugating numerous African 

nations, to realize why African Union (AU) and so many African leaders have been so slow or even 

incapable to criticize these two "Strongmen", even as their forces slaughter their own peoples. In fact, 

not only those African leaders at one time or another have gotten something (bribery!) directly from the 

two prominent "Strongmen", but also African Union itself gets something like 25 percent of its dues 

paid by both Colonel Qaddafi and Mr. José Eduardo dos Santos. It is thus obvious that an African 

continent led by "Strongmen" cannot give to those unemployed and impoverished young people an 

optimistic view of things. 

 

When in July 2009, in Ghana, President Obama said: "Africa needs strong institutions, instead of 

strongmen", he was devotedly indicating where "Change" had to be made to enable Africa make the 

type of progress that time demands. In the eyes of President Obama whose device is "Change", 

"Strongmen" are all dictators Africa has known thus far, be those under US influence or those under 

Soviet Union (Russian Federation), France, China, and many other imperialist powers. His 2009 

inaugural and so applauded speech puts it black on white:  "(…) And to those nations like ours that 

enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to suffering outside our borders; nor 

can we consume the world's resources without regard to effect. For the world has changed, and we 

must change with it." In this connection, we justly claim that President Obama is a genuine altruist, a 

perceptive, and a foresighted person who sincerely strive for the good of his country,  for the good of 

Africa, and for the good of the world as a whole.  

 

A benevolent human being who, like President Obama, is aware of the immense natural resources 

Africa happens to be endowed with; aware of the suffering of hundreds of millions of African men and 

women; aware of the extremely humiliating conditions African refugees and asylum seekers in Europe 

and Africa are at present in; aware of the billions of US dollars African dictators usually pay out to 

finance western candidates for president in exchange for renewed decades to the great benefit of their 

dictatorships; aware of the neglected disappearances and deaths of hundreds of African young men 
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and women who daily brave the Sahara desert and the Mediterranean Sea in their journey to reach 

European countries in the hope of better living conditions; and aware of African Strongmen’s immense 

stolen assets they bank at western-Banks while a huge majority of their respective population are 

starving to death; such a human being cannot afford indifference to the extreme poverty and abasement 

African dictators put their own people through.  

 

A true believer like President Obama, who wants the progress and happiness of the African people as a 

whole, cannot connive with African "Strongmen" like Colonel Qaddafi and José Eduardo dos Santos. In 

the name of the truth, he connives neither for fortune nor for fame. Thus, as President of the country 

that remains the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth, President Obama is the man Africans, 

African-Americans, and the so-called third world as a whole should be supporting every single day. 

For he is reliable and we can expect from him the needed impartial political affection to enjoy America’s 

love for all people without "discrimination" and enjoy the virtues of democracy as well. 

 

 

 

 

African-Americans should support President Obama’s chief interest at home 
 

 

African-Americans (Afripolitans) should primarily focus on domestic concerns, e.g. the 

creation of jobs that is President Obama’s chief interest at home, in order to effortlessly grasp 

what President Obama calls "enormous challenges of our moment in history". The first African-

American to be President of the United States came to power while the country was in a terrible mess at 

home and abroad. In a few months, President Obama did his best to give the United Nations the 

strength it lacked to play its full role on a worldwide scale. As for jobs at home, let us be aware of the 

fact that those extremely rich American citizens who ought to create jobs in their own country, prefer 

now to go and create jobs in China where they get billions in the twinkling of an eye because of the 

labor costs that happen there to be ridiculous. As there are less and less demands in the West (including 

the United States) due to the fact that common people have less and less jobs and therefore less and less 

money, the concerned business men and women are now making use of African dictators as their 

private markets. African dictators are being obliged to buy even unnecessary products made in China, 

in exchange for renewed decades for their dictatorships’ survival. Bearing this in mind, we cannot help 

claiming that as long as this African picture prevails, or, in other words, as long as we do not "Change" 

this African situation, there will be more and more distress (poverty) in the United States, in Africa, as 

well as in Europe. That is what President Obama has timely understood, and what all of us Africans 

and African-Americans should try to understand.  

 

 

 

 

Afripolitans should support the emerging "Obama-Clinton Doctrine" 
 

 

Considering Afripolitans profound, long-standing, and legitimate desire to see the United States erect 

itself as the elephant of the international system which supports a wide variety of other creatures – 

smaller mammals, birds and insects – by generating nourishment for them and for itself by means of a 

fair business, faithful Afripolitan cannot help rejoicing at a US commitment to what US Secretary of 
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State Hillary Clinton calls "Smart Power" – a blend of "principle and pragmatism" that makes 

"intelligent use of all means at US disposal," including promotion of democracy, development, 

technology, human rights and international law to place diplomacy at the vanguard of US foreign 

policy. In other words, Afripolitans should jubilate at the emerging "Obama-Clinton Doctrine", which is 

based on four commitments: to: 1. Principled Engagement; 2. Diplomacy as a Critical Element of Smart 

Power; 3. Strategic Multilateralism; and 4. the notion that Living US own Values Makes US Stronger 

and Safer, by Following Rules of Domestic and International Law; and Following Universal Standards, 

Not Double Standards. 

 

 

 

 

Up to Africans and African-Americans to turn AFRICOM into a positive tool 
 

 

President Obama’s July 2009 speech in Ghana did hedge against an extensive American commitment 

with its message that "Africa’s future is up to Africans". As Afripolitans who happen to be aware of our 

country and continent’s History, we are of the opinion that Africa’s future is up to both Africans and 

African-Americans, as Europe’s future has long since been and is still up to Europeans and European-

Americans. 

 

By endeavoring to represent America’s new era of responsibility, President Obama is implicitly 

acknowledging that this is the time that those who have been deprived of justice must receive justice. 

Hence President Obama’s mandate for "Change" is Africans and African-Americans’ best opportunity 

ever to help Africa make the type of progress that time demands. However we have to be conscious 

that despite President Obama’s great love for Africa, his administration cannot help Africans receive 

justice and make the type of progress that time demands without further support from all of us 

(international community) because of the competing interests at stake. In other words, what Africa 

needs for the constructive resolution of its political and economical problems is an independent 

international entity committed to a legal resolution of the issues in question, capable of impartially 

arbitrating the competing interests at stake, and powerful enough to see that the parties involved 

negotiate in good faith and fulfill the responsibilities contained in their ultimate agreement.  

 

It is worth highlighting here the fact that certain European and Asiatic powers used and are still using 

their military, financial and technological supremacy to establish control over existing African States, 

rendering the local population politically and economically powerless. With such practices Africa has 

lost and is still losing its children who prove to be brave enough to do the right thing on behalf of their 

respective fellow citizens and beyond. Despite informal recognition by the United Nations Permanent 

members of the Security Council of the right of the African countries and peoples to progress towards 

democracy and integral development, particular subjects of international law have no political will to 

support President Obama’s mandate for "Change" across the African continent because of their 

disguised greed and imperialistic agenda. 

 

Angola’s thirty-six years colonial power over Cabinda and Angola’s self-styled progressive-imperialism 

in Africa with Russia and China’s blessing cannot help leading to the conclusion that progressive-

imperialism is as devastating as capitalist-imperialism, and that a colonial regime led by Black people is 

as murderous as the one that had been led by White people. China happens to be Permanent Member 

of the UN Security Council on which the Charter of the United Nations confers primary responsibility 
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for the maintenance of international peace and security. As the Chinese government and people firmly 

supported the Angolan people’s legitimate struggle for national liberation in pursuance of the UN 

General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, China should make common cause with 

the oppressed people of Cabinda, and should work shoulder to shoulder with President Obama in his 

commitment to promoting justice and prosperity in Africa.  

  

Instead, China is massively financing African corrupt regimes, like the one of Angola, which is totally 

committed to frustrating the free functioning of democratic institutions in Africa. It’s obvious that 

China’s growing thirst for natural resources including wood and minerals is smoothly leading Africa 

and its people to a new enslavement. For the record, China’s endless thirst for oil and other natural 

resources is leading to massive deforestation in our country (Cabinda) and to the destruction of crucial 

wildlife habitat. By offering China valuable forest concessions or rights to minerals and oil, in return for 

large amounts of money and guaranty that his colonial power over Cabinda will remain under the 

protection of the Chinese UN veto, Angola’s President José Eduardo dos Santos is just hindering China 

from becoming the country and people that push for the establishment of a more just and reasonable 

international political and economic order.   

     

Taking into account all abovementioned, we have good reasons to invite those Africans and African-

Americans who either do not grasp the real meaning of AFRICOM or just look at it is an instrument of 

US imperialistic aims, to join forces with the very AFRICOM for the good of the African and American 

peoples. Of course it is not yet as perfect as all of us would love it to be. As it is in our own interest to 

have a "machine" powerful enough to protect Africa’s progression towards democracy and integral 

development, it is up to us to make a perfect "machine" of it. In fact, to protect US interests across the 

African continent, interests that happen to be of the whole American nation including African-

Americans, and given Africa’s incapability to protect even its own interests, President Obama 

administration cannot help having recourse to AFRICOM or even NATO. The recent Ivory Coast crisis 

that has thrown Africa’s powerlessness into relief is an event that demonstrates Africa’s highest need in 

terms of potence. Depending upon President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal, to push the democratically 

defeated President Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast to hand power over to Alassane Dramane Ouattara, 

African Union has to have recourse to France and the UN Security Council.  

 

Rooted in their distinctive culture, Europeans and European-Americans have endeavored to turn the 

United States into a superpower. Ever since then, in return for the help that had permitted it to become 

superpower, the United States (European-Americans) has committed itself to doing its best to free the 

European continent from dictatorships and subsequently promoting justice, security (through NATO), 

democracy and prosperity on behalf of the European nations. Due to the pronounced greed of some 

components of the US society, the United States’ international standing has regrettably been 

damaged in several instances. So the United States is nowadays in need of back-up to reshape 

and secure its international position. Why should not Africans and African-Americans help the 

United States in its actual quest, in return for a US well-defined commitment to promoting 

justice, security (through AFRICOM), democracy and welfare in Africa?  

 

Due to the world emerging powers’ growing thirst for natural resources, particularly oil, Africa has 

become the most coveted continent ever. In this respect, Africa is running the highest risk ever, one that 

is already exterminating African peoples little by little. We ought to remember that the «slave trade» 

and «slavery», whose painful scars we still bear, had resulted from a bottomless greed and thirst for 

Africa’s raw materials. Hence, this is the time for all of us Africans and African-Americans to side with 

President Obama and together rescue our continent exceptionally enriched with coveted minerals. 
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President Obama is ever since the 20th January 2009 ready to play along with his partners whose 

countries enjoy relative plenty like the United States. Here are his related words: « … to those nations 

like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to suffering outside our 

borders; nor can we consume the world's resources without regard to effect. For the world has changed, 

and we must change with it ». Let us join forces with President Obama and together claim: «Never 

Again Slave Trade», «Never Again Slavery», «Never Again Colonial Oppression», and «Never Again 

Racial Discrimination», be it carried out by the United States, by any European nation, by Russia, by 

China, or any other powerful country. To permanently oust those corrupt and irresponsible leaders 

who are mortgaging Africa’s future, Africa cannot help requesting President Obama to make intelligent 

use of all means at US disposal to improve Africa’s image on a worldwide scale and ultimately place 

US-Africa relationship in the vanguard of US diplomacy. Thus, since AFRICOM is already there, what 

is required of us Africans and African-Americans is a new era of mutual understanding and 

cooperation by clearly and fairly identifying and promoting both US and Africa’s interests. For the 

reason that the United States (NATO) is long since playing a positive role on behalf of the European 

nations, there is no understandable reason to prevent AFRICOM from being of cooperative assistance 

to African countries and nations.  

 

Thanks a lot for joining forces with the "Cabindan National Movement" and with US President Obama. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.)  

Chairman oh the Cabindan National Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/S: Attached documents: 

 
http://cabindastrength.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/2011-02-07-referring-angolas-crimes-to-the-chief-prosecutor-of-icc.pdf 

 

http://cabindacitizenship.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/2011-03-14-the-united-kingdoms-international-legal-and-moral-obligations-regarding-

cabinda.pdf 
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The Movement has no intention of compromising with injustice, for its 

founding principle is to be the liberation movement that combines 

legitimacy, integrity, and the genuine desire to pursue its declared aims. 

Hence, it has set itself the task of rekindling the hopes of the Cabindan 

children who have been deprived of justice, robbed of our natural wealth 

and resources, and forced to languish in poverty. In a word, our task and 

duty is to honor all Cabindans (past, present and to come) and to get 

ourselves lasting peace and welfare.  
                                                                              

                                                            Gabriela Malonda 

 

The Cabindan National Movement 

(MNC) founded in Kinshasa, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, in 1989, is a 

liberation movement making every 

endeavor to free Cabinda from the 

Angolan colonial yoke in pursuance of 

the core values articulated in the tools of 

the international law, particularly the 

United Nations General Assembly 

resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 

1960, concerning the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples. 

As we are committed to contributing to the fulfillment of international 

order of justice and peace, we accept in advance the obligations of 

peaceful settlement provided in the Charter of the United Nations. Our 

foreign policy, as soon as Cabinda recovers its political sovereignty, is 

aimed at minimizing conflicts by promoting practical political and 

economic interdependence. We plan to make life easier for every 

Cabindan citizen with thirty percent of each of our natural resources; to 

devote to African-Americans ten percent intended to promote a genuine 

African political philosophy;  to consecrate sixty percent to the rest of the 

human family, more particularly to African nations in need; and to grant 

Cabinda citizenship to African-Americans. 

 


